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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 12955 

E.O. 1 1652: CDS 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, LE 

SUBJ: BEIRUT PACIEICATION: AETER RECENT STEPS FORWARD, ONE STEP BACK 
REF: BEIRUT 12929 

1. THE SECURITY PICTURE IN BEIRUT IS SOMEWHAT WORSE TODAY, 

OCTOBER 18, THAN IT WAS YESTERDAY IN THE WAKE OE RENEWED 
KIDNAPPING AND SHOOTING LAST NIGHT IN SOME QUARTERS OF 
BEIRUT. HOWEVER, THE CLASHES WERE LIMITED AND DETERIORATION 
IS NOT WIDESPREAD. NO TENDENCY TO REBUILD BARRICADES IS 
NOTICEABLE, ALTHOUGH ARMED MEN OF PRIVATE MILITIAS ARE 
MUCH IN EVIDENCE AND MOBILE ROADBLOCKS ARE COMMON. A 
SIGN OE CONTINUING PUBLIC CONEIDENCE IS THAT TRAFEIC IS 
HEAVY TODAY IN BUSINESS DISTRICTS. 

2. MAIN CAUSE OE LATEST SETBACK IS MINI- WAVE OE KIDNAPPINGS 
OCCURRING OVER LAST EEW DAYS, RAISING TENSIONS AND 
PROVOKING RETALIATORY KIDNAPPINGS AT THE MOBILE 
ROADBLOCKS. CASE OE EOUR MEN KIDNAPPED EROM NEAR ZAHLE 
WHOSE BODDIES DISCOVERED IN BEIRUT (REETEL) CONTINUES TO 
ROUSE SHARP MOSLEM REACTION IN BEKAA VALLEY. TROUBLES ARE 
REPORTED AT ZAHLE, THOUGH NOT YET OE MAJOR PROPORTIONS. 

3. INCREASE IN VIOLENCE LEVEL OVERNIGHT APPEARS NOT 

TO HAVE SERIOUSLY DAMPENED ECONOMIC RESURGENCE OE PAST 
TWO DAYS. MOST SHOPS AND BANKS ARE OPEN, AND COUNTER 
EXCHANGE RATE REMAINS AT 2.30 LL TO THE DOLLAR (BUYING) 

AND 2.40 (SELLING). AETER MEETINGS OF BUSINESS AND LABOR 
LEADERS, LABOR AND SOCIAL AEEAIRS MINISTER 
TWEINI IS CONVENING A MEETING ON OCTOBER 23 OE NATIONAL 
LABOR COUNCIL TO CONSIDER ECONOMIC LABOR ISSUES ARISING OUT 
OE VIOLENCE. 

4. NEWSPAPERS REPORT IRAQI DELEGATION VISITING BEIRUT WILL 
RECOMMEND IRAQI AID EOR LEBANESE RECONSTRUCTION, BUT THAT 
KUWAITIN PRIME MINISTER HAS STATED KUWAIT WILL NOT CONTRI- 
BUTE TO REBUILDING SHOPS IN BEIRUT. 
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5. MINISTER OE HEALTH HAS DENIED INTERNATIONAL PRESS 
REPORTS FROM DAMASCUS OF EPDEMIC CHOLERA, TYPHOID, AND 
OTHER DISEASES AMONG ESTIMATED 25,000 LEBANESE REEUGEES 
IN SYRIA. 

6. SECURITY OUTLOOK EOR WEEKEND UNCERTAIN. DETERIORATION 
COULD BE ARRESTED BY THE CONTINUING EEEORTS OE AUTHORITIES 
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TO CLEAR UP PENDING KIDNAP CASES, OR IT COULD BE AGGRAVATED 
BY SEVERE REACTION ON PART OP ANY PACTION TO KIDNAP RUMORS. 

7. OUR PRESENT INTENTION IS TO SKIP SITREP TOMORROW, OCT. 

19, BARRING PURTHER SETBACKS. 

GODLEY 
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